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Proposals for two federal 
computerized data banks that 
would contain millions of 
names were critized yesterday 
in Congress ajid within the ad- 
ministration as being danger- 
ous and unnecessary. 

One, an FBI proposal to es- 
tablish a computerized crimi- 
nal history inf ormatifon system 
linking police departments 
around the country, was de- 
scribed by a White House aide 
as carrying the potential for 
violatkig “the spirirt If not the 
letter of federal privacy leg!#- 
lation” 

The other was a Department 
of Agriculture plan to pur- 
chase a $398 million computer 
system to centralize depart- 
ment records that the General 
Accounting Office said include 
“personal information on its 
employees as well as on farm- 
ers* incomes and financial pos- 
itions.** 

Rep. John E. Moss, (D- 
Calif.), chairman of the House 
Government Information sub- 
committee, made public the 
criticisms of both systems. 
Moss, who had asked the GAO 
to examine the Agriculture 
Department proposal, for- 
warded the GAO recommenda- 
tion that it be kUled to the 
chairman of the House and 
Senate agriculture appropria- 
tions subcommittees. GAO is a 
congressional watchdog 
agency. 

Moss also said he would op- 
pose the FBI plan. 

Among the documents made 
public was a letter dated May 
12 from John Eger, acting di- 
rector of the White House Of- 
fice of Telecommunications 
Policy, to Deputy Attorney 
General Harold R. Tyler Jr. 

Eger wrote that the FBI pro- 
posal “could result to the ab- 
sorption of state and local 
criminal data systetros into a 
ptoentially abu- 

sive, centralized, federally con- 
trolled communications and 
computer information sys- 
tenn.** 

“One basic concern,*’ he 
added. **is the threat posed by 
a system which could be used 
by a federal law enforcement 
agency to monitor in detail 
the day-to-day operations of 
state and local law enforce- 
ment authorities.** 


tem, and he - questioned 
whether there was any need 
for it 

Another report critical of 
the FBI proposal came from 
the Law Enforcement Assist- 
ance Administration, the fed- 
eral agency which has dis- 
bursed billion of dollars in 
crime-fighting grants to state 
and local govemmentsw 

The LEAA study supported 
the principle of computerizing 
criminal history records but 
questioned whether the infor- 
mation should be centralized 
under federal controL 

Maintaining such files in in- 
dependent state systems 
would **be most effective in 
satisfying law enforcement 
needs without tmduly endang- 
ering individual ri^ts,** the 
LEAA study said. 

In a memorandum, the FBI 
contended the LEAA had once 
supported its proposal for a 
computerized criminal history 
system and should continue to 

The GAO report on the Ag- 
riculture Department proposal I 
said U^DA officials began ac- ' 
quiring the new computer sys- 
tem before they had deter- 
mined their needs. 

The GAO noted that Con- 
gress became concerned be- 
cause it had not been fully in- 
formed of plans for the pro- 
ject and because the USD A 
data bank “could pose a seri- 
ous threat to the privacy of In 
dlviduals, particidarly stoce 
such a network might be ex- 
panded to link all government 
computers.” 


Eger noted that only four 
states so far have been willing 
to include their criminal his- 
tory information in such a sys- 






